
What will the Maltese biodiversity look like in 10 years time? 

 

A local vehicle dumping debris in an abandoned field  

A flock of birds, a school of fish, a herd of cows ……… will these still exist in ten years time??? 

In these last few years, there have been a number of processes and impacts which have 

caused the loss of biodiversity. In the Maltese islands alone, about 4500 different species of 

plants and animals have been recorded but this is certainly only part of much a larger total. 

Whereas in the past, species became extinct on natural process of life, today humans are 

the main causes of species' extinction. 

In fact, through his activities, either in search of food or to satisfy his commodities, man has 

removed plants or animals at a faster that these can be replaced by nature. For example 

when man dumps inert waste in fields as shown in the image above, this will result in the 

clearing of species' habitat. Some species can only live in certain areas and thus they can 

find it difficult to migrate to close proximities. Consequently they end up dying leading to 

their endangerment or to a certain extent to their extinction. 



Besides, the dumping of inert waste also impacts one's health especially those suffering 

from respiratory diseases such as asthma. Thus sustainable development is very important. 

This inert waste can be thrown in exhausted quarries. Once the level of waste reaches the 

top, soil can be added and the exhausted quarries can be turned into public gardens. 

Another solution could be that when mining in a new developing site, stones extracted from 

the mined site can be used for the construction of the same site. On the other hand 

abandoned fields vegetation can be grown so as to decrease soil erosion and the removal of 

species. 

Biodiversity is our life support system. For example what would happen if the butterfly 

would become extinct? Several flowers and animals will die since butterflies are important 

pollinators and form part of the life cycle. This comes to the conclusion that without 

biodiversity we cannot live! So let's take action to protect and conserve biodiversity since 

every species is important as much as us humans in life no matter how small it is! 
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