
Life changes, countries change, people change, 

culture changes. 

Progress brings with it inevitable changes. Multiculturalism is a result of such 

changes, it is a fact of life, and it cannot be denied and should not be resisted. 

Multiculturalism is positive as it enriches the culture of a country and the way 

of life of its people. But in Malta, we still find people who consider resisting 

multiculturalism as form of patriotism. 

 

One of the effects of multiculturalism that affect Maltese society is illegal 

immigration. Illegal immigration refers 

to the migration of people into a 

country in ways that violate the 

immigration laws of that country, or 

the remaining in a country of people 

who no longer have the legal right to 

remain. Illegal immigration, as well as 

immigration in general, is 

overwhelmingly financially upward, from a poorer to a richer country. Living in 

another country illegally includes a variety of restrictions, as well as the risk of 

being detained and deported or of facing other sanctions. 

 Asylum seekers who were denied asylum may face impediment to expulsion, 

for example if the home 

country refuses to receive 

the person or if new asylum 

reasons occur after the 

decision. In some countries 

or cases, these people are 

considered as illegal 

immigrants, and in others, 

they may get a temporary 

residence permit. Malta 

granted some form of protection to 815 people in 2017, out of the total of 



538,000 cases in the EU. However, when seen on a per capita basis, the rate 

was higher than the EU average. Malta granted 1,770 per million populations, 

compared to the EU average of 1,050. Germany, which took the largest 

number by far - 325,400 – had a rate of 3,945.                                           

Libyans (315) constituted the largest group of those granted asylum in Malta, 

with Syrians next (240) and Eritreans 

next (100). This contrasted with the 

situation in the EU as a whole, where 

almost one-third of the beneficiaries 

were Syrians, with Afghans and Iraqis 

in second and third place. The 

number of decisions granting 

protection status to Syrian citizens 

has dropped since 2016 (when they 

accounted for a share of 57% of all grants).  However, they remained the 

largest group granted protection status in 18 member states in 2017. Of the 

175,800 Syrian citizens granted protection status in the EU, more than 70 per 

cent received protection status in Germany (124,800). (*3)This statistics was 

taken from Eurostat.  

In 2017, 3622 Libyan nationals registered as residents in Malta, the highest 

number from a non-European Union Country. This is followed by Serbian 

nationals with 2757 residents, and Phillipines nationals, with 2407 residents, 

according to data supplied by Identity Malta. (*2) 

At the other end of the spectrum, Angola, The Bahamas, Bahrain, Burundi, 

Cape Verde, Congo, El Salvador, Guinea, Grenada, Kosovo, Lesotho, Nicaragua, 

Paraguay, Swaizland, Tonga, Turkmenistan and the UAE have only 1 national as 

resident in Malta.  

In 2016, there were also 5 North Korean nationals residing in Malta, but left 

the Maltese Islands in 2017 as their residence permit was not renewed.  

 

The growth in irregular immigration into Malta has been accompanied by a rise 

in anti-immigrant, racist movements and activities. According to a survey 



conducted in 2005, 95 per cent of 

respondents had no objections to having a 

European neighbour while an almost equally 

high number were unwilling to live next to 

Arabs (93 per cent), Africans (90 per cent) or 

Jews (89 per cent). Moreover, more than 75 

per cent of respondents said they would not 

give shelter to refugees who had fled their 

home country because of political 

persecution, war, hunger or poverty. (*1)  

Illegal immigration brings both positive and 

also negative effects. Positive effects that illegal immigration can lead to are: 

diversity, different cultures, difference between cultures and religion and also 

more people with more different ideas. In fact in Malta some Maltese people 

have adapted to their traditions. Negative effects that illegal immigration can 

lead to are: Housing problems, over population and also employment. This is 

seen in Malta too because various jobs are being done by immigrants, like 

cleaning work, building material and also working on popular bays in summer.  

Immigration is a top concern that 

comes across all age groups and all 

regions. Maltese nationals were 

asked by ‘MaltaToday’ to list two 

major problems facing our country 

today and illegal 

migration/migrants were on top of 

the list with 32.3% 

This result was not unexpected 

because the survey was done after 

the migrant riot at Hal Far open centre. The survey found that people 

distinguished between migrants and foreigners living and working in Malta, 

which was mentioned as a problem by 9.2% of repspondents. This means that 

migration and foreign workers, were mentioned as problems by 41.5% of 

people.  



There is a need to secure Malta’ s borders. EU cpuntries need to help refugees 

as asoon as they leave their 

home countries, not just when 

they arrive in Europe. A sharing 

mechanism should be 

implemented to burden fairly 

among countries. There must 

also be commitment to well-

equip rehabitilation centres.  

Immigration is a positive phenomen that brings development and encourges 

diversity. “ Immigrants bring new ideas” says Ben Higgins. They contribute to 

the economy of Malta and also to the economy of their countries of origin by 

sending small amounts of their  money to their families.  

 

 


